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Addendum to the Report of the Assistant Director, Office 
of the Chief Executive to the meeting of the Executive to be 
held on 4 February 2020 (Document ‘AR’)

Subject:  Document “AR” Addendum

Consultation feedback and equality assessment on new proposals in the 
Council budget for 2020-21.

1. Summary

1.1 The report (Document AR) of the Assistant Director, Office of the Chief
Executive was published on 27 January 2020 to be presented to the 
Executive at the meeting to be held on 4 February 2020. The report includes 
information from the public engagement and consultation programme in 
relation to the new budget proposals for the 2020-21 budget. 

1.2 The public consultation and engagement programme continued until 26 
January 2020 meaning that there is a requirement to provide details of further 
information and comments received from 23 January when the report was 
submitted for publication to the end of the consultation. This addendum 
therefore provides an update on feedback received during these additional 
few days.

2. Updates to the feedback received through the consultation

2.1     In addition to the numbers in the published executive report, there have been 
a further 13 comments on the budget through the consultation process. These 
are included in Appendix 1 of this addendum. This includes comments 
received through the online survey, postal questionnaires and emails from the 
general public and voluntary and public sector partner organisations.

2.2. No additional comments were received on the measures outlined for 
consultation. However, a number of comments (3) were made on the climate 
emergency. These mainly supported our investment but stressed that we 
should be investing even more in this area. Other comments were wide 
ranging and included the Stronger Towns Fund, grass verges, cameras and 
traffic lights. 
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2.3 Written feedback was also received from Bradford Community Kitchen 
concerning item 5.5  Decent homes that people can afford to live in the 
Proposed Financial Plan updated 2020/21 presented to Council Executive of 
the 2 January 2020. The response is provided in full in Appendix 1.  

2.4 Appendix 1 also provides feedback received to the 3 February from the 
Trades Unions.  



Appendix 1 – ADDITIONAL   Consultation feedback – (service and equalities)  and Trades Unions feedback

Consultation feedback

34

That we should be doing NOTHING whatsoever that will increase car usage in Bradford District, yet we are spending 
millions on road widening and road building. We have multiple problems in the district whose are either directly or 
indirectly caused by cars and car use.... air pollution levels, obesity, diabetes, segregation, dangerous driving etc etc 
Invest in public transport, walking, running and cycling NOT more or wider roads.

Disincentivise driving, invest in prioritised, affordable and regular public transport. Improve rail, buses, bus lanes, cycle 
safety and segregated lanes. Educate the public about the health, cost, social and environmental benefits of reduced car 
usage.

Climate Emergency
Road widening

35

Other councils have adopted a plan of cutting some areas of grass verges only once per year, and allow British 
wildflowers to grow. This means meadow land can grow, which is better for the environment and wildlife, and results in a 
saving for the council due to not having to cut the grass so often. Could not Bradford Council include this alongside the 
plans to plant extra trees? Please see https://plantlife.love-wildflowers.org.uk/roadvergecampaign 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-york-north-yorkshire-48954147/rotherham-s-wildflower-verges-give-roads-
splash-of-colour https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jul/18/the-impact-is-tremendous-readers-on-wildflower-
verges

Grass verges and more trees

36

I believe if cameras were placed in all traffic lights there would be more than enough revenue brought in for the treasury, 
which would ensure budget cuts would be a thing of the past. Each journey I have taken in the past 2 years there has 
been more than one offender that has jumped a red light. On more than one occasion the car behind me has pulled out 
and gone through, whilst the light was in red. In the past cameras were set to flash after a a set time should be altered to 
‘as soon as the red light is lit’. We all know what comes after amber. Traffic congestion on roundabouts would benefit 
also.

Lack of cameras on traffic lights

39
Lack of spending in Ilkley.  Bradford Council thinking Ilkley Town Council or new groups (Ilkley Riverside Parks) will find 
the money which should be spent in the town. Riverside Gardens park area should be in the council budget, local 
fundraising will fall short. People will stop visiting if the new parking charges aren't addressed.  Spend outside of the city.

District funding

40

The £1m spending on the Climate Emergency, and the action associated with this spending, is not nearly enough. This 
does not reflect the scale and pace of action required to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030. Time is running out, and 
without scaling up their ambitions quickly BMDC and the District in general will not meet this target.

Spend substantially more of the Council's reserve on a wider ranging one-off programme of green infrastructure 
improvements, now. - Earmark some of the Council's reserve for lending to businesses and community groups who can 
provide a clear plan and viable business case for carbon reduction activity.

Climate emergency

41

I want to challenge the whole notion that borrowing money to spend on the built environment will regenerate Bradford 
city and District.

I think high quality jobs, if that's what you're after, will only be attracted to Bradford by the availability of a high quality 
work force. Then they'll be queuing up to come here rather than the council spending council tax to bribe employers to 
come with flashy alterations to an already architecturally stunning city and District.

Regeneration

42

My concerns is that all these things get large amounts of council tax some of which cud be saved.  The council cud 
xlose museums libraries art galleries leisure centres that need council tax to stay open Cud cancel the city of culture bid 
Cud cancel the obesity programme Cud cancel more police and new keighley police station Cud cancel bus and train 
council tax payments Cud make all 30mph zones in bradford area 20mph zones in the peak periods 0700 to 0930 and 
1600 to 1900 for a trial period

Libraries and museums

43

I think how the under 18 facilities are paid for should be revised With recycling i think there should be a separate 
collection for polythene such as chocolate bar wrapping paper.

Under 18s schools colleges and other things should be paid for by those with a connection with the children.

Under 18 schools colleges
Recycling
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44

0.1% of 1bn is not nearly enough if the council is declaring a climate emergency

a) access more of the reserve to invest in a one-off wider programme of green infrastructure investment now;
b) earmark some more of the reserve to lend to businesses and communities that have a clear and viable plan for using 
the investment for carbon reduction. Review suppliers carbon offset reduction plans

Climate emergency

45

Park and Ride should be linked to Low Moor Station not putting more stress on Manchester Road. Dangerous Driving - 
there is a reluctance to put enough resources to stop this Operation Steerside can only do so much. One City Park - 
Bradford never seems to learn that sparkling new offices cannot reverse the public perception of Bradford being an 
unwelcoming place. Child Friendly is a good concept - the Council and its officers need to view their proposals through a 
child's eyes.

Park and Ride - create the parking needed in the former Transperience area and relocate the businesses currently 
there. This would give added impetus to proposed tram links into Bradford from Dewsbury/ Cleckheaton which are 
currently gaining credibility. Dangerous Driving - Operation Steerside has been a tremendous help but the magnitude of 
this problem needs the Council to introduce measures to stamp the problem out throughout the area not in specific 
zones. One City Park - for example, Halifax is now seen as a good destination due to Piece Hall's resurgence not 
because of new office blocks. Child Friendly - there is nothing child friendly about new offices. Yes, plant trees but do so 
in areas that combat pollution like main roads, City Centre. Children now, and in the future, will understand 
environmental issues and be grateful for a greener Bradford.

Park & Ride for South Bradford. 
Dangerous Driving One City Park 
Child Friendly District

P001

I cannot believe with all the media attention that people do not realise, if they eat poorly (takeaways) and do not get 
regular exercise, they are likely to become obese.  This money could be spent on genuine social needs.  Perhaps the 
Council could better help by restricting the ever growing numbers of takeaway outlets in the city.  Otherwise, the budget 
seems well balanced.

Obesity

P002

Stronger Towns
Shipley is a run-down town.  The buildings fronting the Market Square, cheaply built in the 1960s are in a poor state of 
repair and need replacing.  Public toilets are needed.  Shipley has great potential: it is a transport crossroads – rail and 
road; has a good bus interchange; an excellently recently re-vamped library; swimming baths; and there has been much 
new housing leading to an increased population.  It is a starting point for walks up Shipley Glen (or rides up the 
tramway) and along the canal towpath.

Parking at the rail station needs expanding, either by developing on the waste ground currently for sale on the east side 
of the station and maybe a second tier to existing car park facilities.

The awful traffic congestion at Fox’s Corner and at the Branch is strangling road transport north of Bradford.  Re-routing 
traffic between the northern end of Canal Road and the Bingley Road via Salt’s Mill Road needs to be re-investigated.  
There is waste ground where the Bradford Beck joins the River Aire.

Keighley suffers badly from traffic congestion with the pedestrian route between the rail and bus stations featuring two 
busy main roads to cross plus the dangerous car park entrance / exit to Sainsbury’s.  More pedestrian areas are 
needed.

City of Culture Bid
There is a golden opportunity here to present to the wider world the riches of the collections in Bradford Libraries.  The 
Bronte Collection at Keighley is one of the largest in the country; the Local Studies Library in Bradford has some 
amazing collections of nineteenth century pamphlets; oral history; and Bradford and Yorkshire history.  Much of this 
material is scarce, even unique.  Work needs to be done on these collections but much could be done by volunteers with 
professional supervision.  The promotion of these heritage collections would do much to counter some of the negative 
publicity over cuts to the library service.  A similar case could apply to collections in the Industrial Museum.

Rail Transport
With the development of Bradford’s Forster Square and Interchange stations is needed a proper pedestrian route 

Stronger Towns

City of Culture Bid

Rail Transport

Aire Valley Rail Corridor

Libraries
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between them.  I often see station staff struggling to give clear instructions.  The metal disks on the pavements are 
virtually invisible.  Finger-post, at least, are needed.  Better still, a properly engineered route which does not require SIX 
busy roads to cross!  By re-routing a pedestrian link across Lower Kirkgate, Charles Street, Broadway and the Law 
Courts, three of these roads could be cut out.

Aire Valley Rail Corridor
More use should be made of the Leeds-Shipley-Bingley-Keighley rail corridor.  The success of the new Apperley bridge 
station with its large car park is a useful pointer.  The existing Aire Valley roads are far too crowded.  More car parking 
capacity at the Aire Valley rail stations is needed.  Maybe multi-storey ones.  This would relieve some of the road 
congestion going through Shipley and in Leeds.

Bradford Council should support the move to re-establish the rail link between Skipton and Colne (SELRAP).  Although 
not in the Bradford Metropolitan Area, improved communication between Leeds and Colne, Burnley and Manchester 
using a North-of –Bradford route would have many advantages to residents of Ilkley, Shipley, Bingley and Keighley.  
Currently they have no direct transport links to Manchester and have to travel via Leeds, exchange stations in Bradford, 
or bus from Keighley to Hebden Bridge.

Libraries
As a career librarian, now retired, I have many views on public libraries – too many to note here.  However, some years 
ago, as part of a project celebrating 150 of public libraries, I visited close on 100 libraries throughout Yorkshire and 
Humberside.  The main impression I had was the value of libraries as neutral space.  Space where local residents could 
go to do a wide variety of activities – do homework, study, read papers and magazines, meet friends, using computers 
and photocopiers, use reference sources – print and go on-line, even escape from noisy and over-crowded homes.

One important function over-looked in the Council’s current policy is the value of staff for providing information not 
readily available on the internet, and for assisting the public to use websites and navigating the complexities of computer 
use.



Written feedback received from Bradford Community Kitchen, a registered Charity based at Millside Centre, Grattan Road , 
Bradford concerning item 5.5  Decent homes that people can afford to live in the Proposed Financial Plan updated 2020/21 
presented to Council Executive of the 2 January 2020: 

Extract from the Council report: 5.5  Decent homes that people can afford to live in
A rapid expansion in the numbers of new homes delivered in the district is required if the demand arising from a growing 
population displaying a wide range of different needs is to be met.

Around a third of the district’s houses were built before 1919 with older stock disproportionately represented in the private 
rented sector.  Evidence of a shortage of housing supply can be seen in increasing levels of overcrowding which now extends 
to almost 10% of all households while homelessness is also increasing.

In order to help meet these challenges a new housing strategy is under development which aims to deliver more homes, 
ensure good quality homes and neighbourhoods an ensure that there are homes to meet the needs of all.

The Council has invested resources to support, enable and encourage housing growth through measures that include 
feasibility works and site investigations at a number of priority locations, a dedicated multi-disciplinary team providing a central 
intelligence point for delivery activity and the development of a housing delivery plan setting out priorities and practical 
interventions to bring schemes forward and unlock stalled sites.  Priority developments between Bradford and Shipley, and 
plans to develop the city centre as a place for people to live in.

The Council’s empty Homes team uses a range of powers and initiatives to bring empty homes back into use and has won two 
awards for its practice and innovation.  The work of the team is supported through capital funding of over £3m.

Homelessness continues to be a challenge and the Council has piloted Housing First – a scheme to support the homeless 
people who have the most chaotic of lifestyles.  The budget proposal allocates funding to extend the programme for an extra 
year and provide additional outreach support.

What are your concerns
We, at Bradford Community Kitchen, are concerned that “Housing First” is only proposed to be funded for one extra year.  Some of 
service users have benefited from this scheme and we know that homelessness is not a problem that is going to be solved in just two 
years (the total length of time the finding seems to be for).

We were extremely pleased when we first saw that Bradford was adopting “Housing First”.  It is an important addition to the work 
already done to tackle homelessness in the city.  As Councillors have said, solving the homelessness problem is not as simple as just 
giving a person a home.  Many of them have chaotic lives and some have mental health problems.  “Housing First” addresses all of 
these issues.

Street homelessness is only part of the problem, through housing first we have seen these numbers go down recently, but this is only 
in relation to street homelessness, there are hundreds of hidden homes in Bradford.  We see many people, including vulnerable 
young women, who, although not on the street, are surviving by “sofa surfing”.  These young women are in danger of sexual 
exploitation, and worse.

Single people in discovery house, Octavia Court, Salvation Army and those queuing up in Britannia House on a daily basis in the 
hope of being put up in the Park or Beehive Hotel, having to repeat the process each day, these hidden homeless should be included 
in the homeless figures not just the street homelessness figures should be used when addressing the housing problems in Bradford.

Most homeless people on the street and hidden homeless are single, so any new housing provision must include single person 
accommodation.

What improvements / alternatives do you think the Council should adopt?
We ask that you extend the period of funding for “Housing First” to build on the current successes and help to reduce the problem of 
homelessness in Bradford.



Trades Unions feedback

Point raised Response

4E9 – Libraries – 

Unite said the questionnaire was leading to an 
outcome to the positions that you want

4E9 – Libraries

The structure of the questionnaire could have been 
done differently – only asked a certain set of 
questions as they knew where the gaps where that 
need to complete the picture.  

Comments raised at Place OJC Level 2 from GMB – still have concerns re agency staff and need to keep an eye on this and also consultant fees especially with the large projects that will be going ahead.  

Response from Strategic Director to that meeting was the Council has lots of work to do in a short period of time and may at times need to rely on consultants, especially when we don’t have the skills in house.  Where we can we will 
be setting up within structures, if the right skills are available.

The Strategic Director also advised the meeting that the Air Quality is a massive piece of work that needs implementing and will be looking at setting up internal structures that we will employ.  

If further feedback is received from Trades Union this will be provided as an addendum paper at  the Executive meeting of the 18 February 2020. 


